The Growth of Sudan Communications
This was the view taken by the British Government
and Kitchener was authorised to put his plan into
execution.
Since the plan and conduct of the campaign depended
on the opening up and the maintenance of an adequate
and secure line of communication, it will be convenient
here to review briefly the position as it stood at the
beginning of 1897.
There were three courses from which to choose : first,
the Halfa-Kosha line might be carried on through Don-
gola to Debba or Korti and a base might be established
at either place whence operations could be directed by
river against Abu Hamed, and by the desert route against
the Dervish forces at Berber or Metemma. The railway
could be extended across the Bayuda desert from a base
on the left bank; a ferry would in time be replaced by
a bridge. In favour of this plan it was possible to urge
that Dongola had already been occupied and that the
railway would soon reach Kerma, thus providing safe and
adequate communications by rail and river for 300 miles
into the enemy's country. In effect, why abandon
200 miles of railway now nearing completion for a new
and possibly more difficult line of advance ?
These considerations were not without weight, but them
were grave objections. For one thing, railway building
in the Bayuda Desert would have been too hazardous a
business while Berber and Metemma were still held by
the enemy: there was also the likelihood of constant
attacks being made on the railway by raiding parties
from the oases to the west; and further, the break iu
the line where it crossed the river would have added both
to the military and the engineering difficulties of the
undertaking.
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